
Adult Group Study Guide for December 6, 2020 

“It’s Beginning to Sound a Lot Like Christmas.” 

Colossians 1:15-23 

 

Goal:  To grow in our awareness of the supremacy of Christ and embrace Jesus as Lord.  

 

Key Verses: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. – Colossians 1:19-20 (NIV) 

 

1. What are the sounds that make this season special for you? (Christmas bells, blustery wind, 

crunching snow?) What is your favorite Christmas carol? Read Luke 2:8-18 and imagine 

what it was like to be one of the shepherds who heard the angels sing. What would stand out 

in your memory after you witnessed the birth of Jesus? What would you do?  

2. Read Colossians 1:15-23. Many New Testament scholars believe that these verses come from 

a hymn that was quoted by Paul. Paul may have written this hymn himself and it may have 

been sung in many of the early churches. What pops off the page as you read these verses? If 

you wrote a hymn about Jesus what would you include? Give it a try.  

3. Look again at Colossians 1:15-16. What do we learn about Jesus from the phrase “the image 

of the invisible God”? Scripture teaches us that God is invisible (1 Timothy 6:16), but Jesus 

not only reflects God’s glory, but he reveals God to us (John 1:18; 14:9; 2 Corinthians 4:4-6; 

Hebrews 1:3). How does that truth help you to trust in God? (Hebrews 4:14-16)  

4. Several times in these verses the word “firstborn” is used to describe Jesus. He is “the 

firstborn over all creation” (v. 15) and “the firstborn from among the dead” (v. 18). Although 

the English word “firstborn” suggests a human birth, these verses teach us about the 

supremacy of Christ through eternity. Write down the ways in which Jesus Christ is “first” in 

both the timing and significance of his work. What has Jesus done for us? How can we find 

peace with God? (v. 20)  

5. Read Colossians 1:21-23 again. Focus on the words “alienated” and “reconciled.” Have you 

experienced this shift in your relationship with God? If you feel far away from God, what 

might help you to grow closer? What helps you to grow in your faith and to hold on to the 

hope held out in the gospel? (v. 20, Hebrews 9:11-14; 1 Peter 1:17-21)  


